
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER - May 2018  

Connect with DCCESV Online! 

 

DCCESV has gone social! Be sure to follow our accounts on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to 
stay up to date on events, campaigns, and other activities happening in the District. 

 

Stay up to Date with the Latest Policy Tracking 
Be sure to visit the DCCESV website to see updates for local and national legislation as well as 
information for any upcoming hearings. 

Checkout updates to DC Legislation here. 

Checkout updates to National Legislation here. 
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DCCESV Celebrates a Successful DC Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

 

This April, DCCESV along with all of our partner organizations celebrated DC Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month (DCSAAM). Throughout the month over 70 events were hosted all over the District to raise 
awareness around sexual assault, survivors, and resources available to victims and their loved ones. We 
were honored to once again partner with the DC Council for the official proclamation for recognizing 
April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM). DCCESV was proud to have a representative from the 
DC Forensic Nurse Examiners accept the proclamation on behalf of the Coalition. 

DCCESV and our many partner organizations engaged in multiple social media platforms to reach a 
larger audience this April. We created a variety of Snapchat filters which saw a younger demographic 
engaging in the conversation and Instagram posts saw, on average, 30 engagements including likes or 
comments. These numbers show our conversations are reaching more people than before and they are 
eager to engage and help share the message. 

 

We’re grateful for everyone who came together to paint the town teal this DCSAAM! For more images 
and information regarding this year’s DCSAAM, please click here to view our digital time capsule. 
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Organization Spotlight: Children’s Law Center 
DCCESV is pleased to highlight the work of the Children’s Law           

Center (CLC) as part of our efforts to promote the varied resources            

available to victim-survivors throughout the District.  

Meet Children’s Law Center 

Trivia: Can you name DC’s largest nonprofit legal services provider? 

If your answer is no, then allow us to introduce you to Children’s Law Center (CLC)—the organization                 

that has claimed this distinction for several years in a row. 

CLC’s team of attorneys, social workers, investigators and staff fight so every child in DC can grow up                  

with a loving family, good health and a quality education. With more than 100 staff and hundreds of pro                   

bono lawyers, the organizations reaches 1 out of every 9 children in DC’s poorest neighborhoods—more               

than 5,000 children and families each year. 

Since CLC works in our community, with our community every day—and has done so for more than 20                  

years—the team has first-hand knowledge of DC residents’ needs and priorities. Its attorneys work with               

children in foster care, with unmet education needs and with extreme trauma histories daily, fighting for                

all the treatments and supports they and their families need. 

Its medical-legal partnership removes non-medical barriers to children’s health and well-being—barriers           

such as poor housing conditions and lack of appropriate special education. CLC attorneys work from               

offices located inside health clinics across DC, adding a lawyer to the health care team. 

Not only do CLC attorneys work with clients directly, the organization also takes a broad look at how our                   

city’s policies are supporting the community and then acts as a feedback loop. CLC has an eight-person                 

policy and communications team that works with policymakers, Councilmembers, agency leaders and            

more to create systemic change that positively impacts DC children and families. 

One example of CLC’s advocacy hits close to home for our work. Until last year, child survivors of                  

domestic sex trafficking in DC could only get support if they were charged with a juvenile offense or put                   

into foster care. CLC worked closely with policymakers, court officials and advocates to change this law.                

Because of this policy work, the government is required to offer services to all children who have been                  

trafficked. 

By partnering closely with coalition partners, advocates, pro bono attorneys and supporters, CLC can              

continue working toward a safe, happy, healthy childhood for DC children. 

Learn more about CLC at www.childrenslawcenter.org. Are you an advocate or attorney interested in              

pro bono work? Reach out to jmasi@childrenslawcenter.org for more information! 
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Trauma Informed Care Workshops 
Jenica Wright, of DC Justice for Survivors, is offering workshops on           

trauma informed care, with the specific focus of working with survivors           

of sexual assault and domestic violence to educate different populations          

that work with survivors to be trauma informed. Workshops include          

basic information about trauma awareness, how the body reacts to          

trauma, and concrete resources to help incorporate trauma informed         

care daily into their work. She is also offering workshops on self-care            

and compassion fatigue from a trauma informed perspective through         

her program “Beautiful Broken Hearts.” For more information please contact Jenica at            

jenica@jenica-wright.com or go to www.jenica-wright.com. 
 

The Dangers of Rape Myths: A Book Review 
By Fiona Oliphant, Director of Strategic Partnerships and Community Engagement, DC Coalition to End Sexual Violence 

The recent Bill Cosby trial was a masterclass in effective          

prosecution of a sexual assault case. A key component of          

the case was testimony provided by Dr. Barbara Ziv, a          

forensic psychiatrist. Dr. Ziv helped the jurors to mitigate         

commonly held misconceptions regarding the way sexual       

assault victim-survivors should behave after experiencing      

abuse. She stated that it is common for allegations of          

sexual assault to change over time. Evolving       

recollections do not indicate a lack of credibility, rather         

they are a common manifestation of trauma. According        

to Dr. Ziv, “People believe a victim of sexual assault          

should be able to tell you a consistent, coherent         

narrative of what happened… In my experience, I don’t         

think I’ve ever seen that pattern of reporting from a          

victim. People’s memories may be impacted by       

substances, but they are also impacted by the sexual         

assault itself.” Unfortunately, legal and social service       

systems are often beleaguered by such rape myths. “A False Report: A True Story of Rape in                 
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America” recounts the tragic consequences that victim-survivors seeking justice sometimes face           

due to these systemic short-comings. 

A False Report is the culmination of extensive investigative reporting. At its core, it is a scathing                 

illustration of the missteps that often plague sex crime investigations. The novel begins with the               

devastating rape of Marie, an 18 year-old girl who had recently transitioned out of the foster                

care system. Marie immediately reported the assault despite her overwhelming sense of shame             

and fear. Although Marie turned to law enforcement hoping that it would find her rapist and                

hold him accountable, she was met with skepticism and hostility. Marie was not deemed a               

credible witness due to inconsistencies in her story and her stoic demeanor. She was treated               

like a criminal suspect, instead of a witness. The treatment she received eventually led her to                

question her own sanity. Ultimately, Marie was coerced to recant her story. The case was               

closed and filed as a false report. After the case was closed, Marie’s rapist continued to                

terrorize numerous other women throughout multiple states. 

As Dr. Ziv indicated, many mistakenly expect that sexual assault allegations should be rational,              

detailed, and chronologically accurate. No latitude is provided for the impact that trauma may              

have on one’s ability to recount a horrific experience. When faced with victim-survivors who do               

not fall squarely within notions of “victimhood” or “survivorship”, it strains credulity.            

Victim-survivors’ credibility is questioned. Victim-survivors are often re-traumatized when they          

sense that their stories are not believed. Consequently, they are even more reluctant to share               

their stories. Not only did Marie have to live with the aftermath of her rape, but also the fact                   

that her entire community disbelieved her story. The impact was earth shattering. 

A False Report takes the reader on an infuriating, yet illuminating, exploration of the cascading               

aftermath of the case’s closure. The novel is compelling and well sourced. It effectively pulls the                

curtain back to reveal the nuanced and challenging components of sexual assault investigations             

and prosecutions throughout the country. A False Report illustrates many of the factors             

contributing to the relatively low prosecution rate of such cases. 
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Healthy Masculinity Training Institute 
Please join Men Can Stop Rape for its upcoming 

“Healthy Masculinity Training Institute”.  

Through three days of discussions about theory,       

interactive group exercises, role-playing and     

multi-media presentations, the training institute     

presents participants with a framework to positively       

construct masculinity and to motivate men’s engagement in challenging the attitudes and            

behaviors that support violence against girls and women. 

This is an ideal opportunity for staff from universities, middle and high schools, law              

enforcement agencies, the US armed forces, athletic directors and coaches, LGBTQ           

organizations, statewide and local coalitions, fatherhood groups, juvenile justice organizations,          

social workers, counselors, service agencies, and      

government agencies. 

When: July 18-20, 2018 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM each day 

Where: True Reformer Building 

1200 U Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

COST: $600 per person (email about discounts available for groups) 

Register for the Healthy Masculinity Training Institute. 
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Mark Your Calendars 

- The 2nd Annual Intersections of Violence: Domestic Violence, 

Sexual Assault and Child Abuse Conference will be on June 11th 

to the 13th in Portsmouth, Virginia. The three-day conference 

brings together allied professionals to highlight promising 

practices and emerging issues to effectively respond to domestic 

violence, sexual assault, and child abuse in our communities. 

- MCASA’s Annual Trauma-Informed Training will be held on         

June 11th in College Park, Maryland.  

- Join DCCESV for our quarterly Coalition Meeting on July 25th.  

- The 2018 National Sexual Assault Conference will be held on           

August 29th – 31st in Anaheim, California.  

 

This website was produced by Men Can Stop Rape under 2018-DCCESV-01, awarded by the 

Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants, Executive Office of the Mayor, District of Columbia. 

The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this website are 

those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the 

Executive Office of the Mayor.  

 

STAY CONNECTED:   

    

Men Can Stop Rape, 1130 6th Street NW, Washington, DC 20001 
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