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Attendees:  

 Amara Legal Center 

 Ayuda 

 Courtney’s House  

 DC Forensic Nurses (DCFNE) 

 DC Start 

 DC Rape Crisis Center (DCRCC) 

 Elisabeth Olds, Independent Consultant 

 Fair Girls 

 Howard University 

 Jewish Coalition Against Domestic Violence (JCADA) 

 Mary’s Center 

 Men Can Stop Rape (MCSR) 

 Network for Victim Recovery of DC (NVRDC) 

 Office of Victims Services and Justice Grants (OVSJG) 

 Safe Shores 

 Safe Sisters Circle  

 US Attorney’s Office  

 Wesley Seminary 
 
Youth and Youth-Serving Providers 

o With a potential uptick in violence because of the coming summer, participants 
discussed the importance of investing in our work to support youth with resources and 
helpful forms of intervention. 

o Participants discussed potential partner to access youth, including the Mayor’s summer 
youth program, the Department of Recreation, and the Youth Summit on June 28. Faith-
based partners may be a good way to connect with parents. 

o Child and Family Services Agency [CFSA] in DC is being restructured. CFSA will no longer 
have dedicated units for sex abuse cases. All of the units are becoming investigating 
units instead of family assessments. Any investigative worker might receive a sexual 
abuse case; they will be losing expertise in this sense, but potentially gaining new 
energy. Safe Shores provided training.  

o Many argue that Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children [CSEC] cases should have a 
longer timeframe for investigating—they now have 30 days instead of 60 days. This is 
very problematic, especially with trafficking cases that involve family members and are 
more difficult to investigate. 

o Advocacy opportunities may exist in building out Child Protective Services and 
Metropolitan Police Department Instagram accounts; stakeholders agreed the 
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technology infrastructure was lacking in terms of expertise and representation 
from people of color.  
 

o There is an opportunity to improve communication with parents as well as the 
possibility of connecting youth to youth through Howard interns or Mayor’s 
summer youth program.  

o Connection to other sectors: Public health studies show communities with strong 
substance abuse services have lower rates of trafficking, child victimization and 
childhood sexual violence. In addition, connection to housing services with lower 
barriers, particularly for youth.  

o There has been an influx of calls to CPS about trafficking and family control (parents or 
caretaker), especially of younger youth (9-11 year olds). Often, cases were reported 
when client was 8 or 9, and are now being re-reported when they are around 13 years 
old.  

 
Proclamation presented by Councilmember Mary Cheh to Courtney’s House 
 

 
 
SAVRAA—Elisabeth Olds, Independent Consultant 

 Elisabeth Olds, Independent Consultant, provided a brief SAVRAA update outlining next 
steps for the upcoming legislation 

 Legislation will go to markup to Council. It is not determined what date, but likely mid-
Mary or early June and then it will go through two votes.  


