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Visit the “What We Do” page to see the latest meeting minutes, special projects, and 
newsletter archive. 

 
 
A Call to Coalition Members, Stakeholders and Allies 
In the coming months, DCCESV will continue to grow our social media presence. Our goals include 

increased followership and more consistent content on Twitter and Instagram. We need your help!  

 

More traction on these platforms will allow us to lift up the work of our member organizations and 

increase exposure to the issues, events, and developments that affect victim-survivors, service 

providers, and members. 

 

We encourage you to tag or tweet @DCCESV; to post on current events in the field; and to highlight 

your participation in DCCESV.  

 

STAY CONNECTED   
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https://twitter.com/dccoalitionesv
https://twitter.com/mencanstoprape
https://www.instagram.com/dccesv/


 

 

 

DC Sexual Assault Awareness Month: Social Media Highlights 

Every April, the District takes part in Sexual Assault Awareness Month, which features a range               

of initiatives and events aimed at raising awareness and providing information about            

organizations supporting victim-survivors and allies. This the third year, DCCESV provided an            

Action Guide and Community Calendar and leveraged the social media of Coalition members             

and other allies to spread awareness and increase engagement. 

 Here are a few moments from the  Social Media Highlights Gallery: 

● There was an estimated total Social Media Reach of 54,399 people 

● There were an average of 497 Tweet Impressions per day, totaling 13.9k impressions             

(the number of times #DCSAAM content was displayed) 

● DC Councilmembers David Grosso and Mary Cheh showed their support, posting to a             

cumulative audience of 33.7k followers. 

To see more, visit the full #DCSAAM 2019 Social Highlights Gallery.  
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58c1bbf8440243d83e846273/t/5cd47072ee6eb02c5198ddd5/1557426295224/DC+SAAM+2019+Social+Highlights+Gallery.pdf


 

 

 

Organization Spotlight: DC Forensic Nurse Examiners 
DCCESV is proud to highlight the work of DC Forensic Nurse           

Examiners [DCFNE]. This organization plays a critical role in         

providing direct services to victim-survivors throughout the       

District. 

DC Forensic Nurse Examiners is a non-profit community-based        

organization formed in 2013 in order to meet a need for           

victim-centered medical forensic care for victims of sexual        

assault in the District of Columbia. Since then, DCFNE’s services          

have expanded to include care for individuals who have         

experienced intimate partner violence and other family violence. DCFNE’s team of           

highly-skilled forensic nurses provides a professional and timely response to adult and            

adolescent victim-survivors in a manner that is both objective and compassionate. Forensic            

nurse examiners must provide comprehensive medical care while also meeting rigorous           

standards of evidence collection and documentation. This very technical process ensures that            

any findings can be used in legal processes, should the victim choose to report their assault.                

DCFNE’s victim-centered approach affirms the agency and autonomy of the patient. In a space              

where interactions with officials and medical care providers in the wake of trauma can              

significantly alter the experience of a survivor, DCFNE works to ensure high-quality care is              

provided. 

In addition to the clinical care provided by forensic nurses, DCFNE also supports victims of               

violence by assisting them with Crime Victims Compensation claims for costs incurred at             

hospitals ancillary to the exam, such as fees associated with emergency room visits. Clinical              

services provided directly by DCFNE are completed at no cost—regardless of the victim’s             

decision to report to law enforcement—and without proof of insurance or citizenship. In this              

way, DCFNE has been instrumental in increasing access to care for individuals who have              

experienced assault. Beyond immediate care, the organization also seeks to connect individuals            

to further resources in the wake of sexual violence; DCFNE partners with Network for Victim               

Recovery of DC (NVRDC) and Survivors and Advocates for Empowerment [SAFE], for advocacy,             

crisis intervention, and lethality risk assessment. 

Beyond providing immediate services to survivors of sexual assault, intimate partner violence,            

and other family violence, DCFNE’s work more broadly emphasizes the need for a high standard               

in specialized care. DCFNE offers continuing education for forensic nurses on a variety of topics,               
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and provides clinical training and preceptorship for Registered Nurses who seek to become             

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs). The drive to educate and train future and current              

SANEs emphasizes the importance of ensuring victims in the District receive consistent and             

competent care. 

To learn more about their work and how to get involved, go to http://dcforensicnurses.org/. 

 
 
Indira Hendard: DC’s 40 Under 40 
On May 24, Washington Business Journal named their 2019         

slate of 40 Under 40, an annual designation for outstanding          

leaders. Among the honorees this year is Indira Henard,         

Executive Director of DC Rape Crisis Center [DCRCC]. Indira is          

recognized for her leadership at DCRCC, making the list as          

one of the next generation of Greater Washington’s business         

elite. She will be recognized amongst other honorees this         

summer at an awards ceremony on July 18, as well as in a             

special section of the Washington Business Journal on July         

19. Congratulations, Indira! 

 

Blockchain Technology Takes on Sexual Assault and Facilitates Reporting 
By Hannah Goldstein, Program Coordinator, Men Can Stop Rape 

Platforms such as Vault, Callisto, and      

Ciaspora are offering users digital ways to       

record and store information about     

assault and harassment by leveraging     

blockchain technology. Simply put,    

blockchain is a kind of encryption method       

that makes it extremely difficult to tamper       

with or eliminate stored data. In this case,        

people who have experienced assault or      

harassment can record their experiences     
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to blockchains that maintain the integrity of the information uploaded, including a permanent             

timestamp.  

These platforms aim to address and solve many of the obstacles victims consider when deciding               

whether to report assault or harassment. For one, the decentralized nature of blockchain             

somewhat distances the act of recording one's experience from engaging with authorities or             

decision makers. For those who never report due to fear of disbelief, repercussions, or stigma,               

this kind of technology allows victims to take their own statements without being forced to               

accuse or press charges. Effectively, this technology aims to fill a gap that consists of               

unreported cases. 

In the post-#MeToo landscape, people have been encouraged to reframe their understandings            

of sexual assault as something that happens not simply in isolated instances, but oftentimes as               

a pattern of behavior from repeat perpetrators. While victim-survivors of sexual assault may             

hesitate to report their experiences for any number of reasons—shame, fear of repercussions,             

exposing oneself to greater and unwanted scrutiny, retraumatization—a key message emerging           

from the #MeToo movement was that there may be strength in numbers. 

Callisto aims to take advantage of this line of thinking. With a feature called "Matching Escrow,"                

the developer offers users--currently limited to participating campuses and professional          

environments--the ability to input the identity of their perpetrators into a system that will              

notify the victim if another person has named the same perpetrator. Similarly, Vault offers "Go               

Together," "a strength-in-numbers feature that allows users to collectively report misconduct if            

they choose, while still concealing personal information from each other." 

This technology aims to encourage victims to leave the door open to reporting. By safeguarding               

sensitive information in incorruptible digital format, victims can record their experiences with a             

high fidelity that may enable them to maintain more options for reporting, even as time goes                

on. 

 
Book Review: The River and The Sea 
 
When Julia Laughlin was twenty-one, she was brutally raped, beaten, and tortured by a man 
she had known and trusted. Despite reporting the attack to the police and pursuing 
prosecution, when the case was finished and he was convicted, she found it didn’t bring an end 
to the effects of the trauma as she had believed it would—she was unable to put it behind her 
and “get on with her life.” In truth, the fallout was just beginning. 
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Over the next three decades, Julia worked to write 

her story of healing from this heinous crime and to 

share her personal path to healing from sexual 

violence. Now, at fifty-five, she has published the 

story that has become her life’s avocation—helping 

others to heal from sexual violence and to ending 

violence in this world. She believes that we are all 

connected and what happens to one happens to all. 

  

In the thirty years since the attack, Julia has 

struggled to understand how sexual violence and 

torture affected every aspect of her life. Those years 

were spent searching for a way to heal from trauma 

that seemed impossible to ever recover from, only to 

ultimately learn to live with and accept it as a part of 

herself. 

  

In her memoir The River and The Sea, "Julia 

Laughlin…devoted herself year after year to learning 

to tell the story she hoped would free her. Laughlin's 

devotion to recovering from torture and sexual violence, no matter how hard it was and how 

long it took, gives this book its power" (Deena Metzger). 

 
This newsletter was produced by Men Can Stop Rape under 2019-DCCESV-01, awarded by the Office of Victim 

Services and Justice Grants, Executive Office of the Mayor, District of Columbia. The opinions, findings, and 

conclusions or recommendations expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily 

represent the official position or policies of the Executive Office of the Mayor.  

 

STAY CONNECTED:   

    

Men Can Stop Rape, 1130 6th Street NW, Washington, DC 20001 
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