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DC Legislation of Interest – October 18, 2017 
 

 Extreme Risk Civil Protection Order Amendment Act of 2017  

B22-0400 

PRIMARY SPONSORS: Nadeau, Bonds, and Grosso 

Number of co-sponsors: 0 

 

COMMENTS – The Extreme Risk Civil Protection Order Amendment Act of 2017 is designed to 

take guns out of the hands of abusers as soon as the protection order process begins. The bill 

seems to be moving forward quickly, but has not yet gone to mark-up. This provides a small 

window of time to request changes if needed. 

 

Given that the bill takes firearms away from someone, it is likely to face strong opposition in 

Congress. Even if it is passed by the DC City Council and signed by the Mayor, it is likely to be 

rejected by Congress during the congressional review period. 

 

How you can get involved 

If you support the bill, here are some options: 

 contact the sponsors of the bill and offer your formal support  

 send letters to all members of the City Council urging their support of the bill  

 get involved with the organizations working on the bill 

 put information about the bill and its importance on your website 

 lobby in favor of the bill (if your funding permits) 

 

If you have concerns about the bill, here are some options: 

 contact organizations who support the bill and ask questions about your concerns 

 ask to sit down with appropriate staff of the sponsors and have a conversation about 

your concerns 
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 prepare a summary, position paper, or alternative version of the bill and provide it to 

the sponsors 

 

BILL SUMMARY/ANALYSIS – The bill creates two new types of protection orders that would be 

available under the DC Civil Protection Order statute. The first is the Ex Parte Extreme Risk Civil 

Protection Order (Ex parte ERCPO). Usually, an ex parte protection order is issued when the 

victim of threats or physical violence, including sexual violence, by a person they have a 

relationship with files a petition for a full-year protection order. It requires the perpetrator to 

stay away from the victim and sometimes requires that s/he move out of the home or other 

emergency needs. The ex parte order is given to the perpetrator along with the notice to 

appear in court. The duration of the order is 14 days.  Recognizing that firearms present a 

serious danger to victims, the new Ex parte ERCPO would prohibit the perpetrator from 

purchasing or possessing a firearm during the 14-day period. It would inform the perpetrator 

that s/he must surrender the firearm(s) and gun registration permit to MPD. In deciding 

whether the judge issues the order s/he will consider, among other things, the perpetrator’s 

previous violence and threats, threats to use a firearm on the victim or on himself/herself, 

reckless use of a firearm, substance abuse by the perpetrator, and recent purchases of a gun. 

 

The second new type of protection order would be the Extreme Risk Civil Protection Order 

(ERCPO). It would be issued after a hearing where the perpetrator is present and would last for 

one year. The judge would consider the same evidence used in determining whether to issue 

the Ex parte ERCPO. Within the ERCPO, the perpetrator would have to be informed of the 

requirement for relinquishing firearms and ammunition, the right to request that the court 

terminate the order after an additional hearing, and that s/he has the right to seek the advice 

of an attorney. The order can be renewed upon request by the victim. If MPD serves the order 

on the perpetrator, the officer must request that the perpetrator immediately surrender the 

gun and gun permit to him/her.  The officer must, also, take possession of any guns and 

ammunition in plain sight or those found through a lawful search. MPD can charge the 

perpetrator a fee for the storage of the firearm and it can be returned to the perpetrator when 

the order expires, upon request. 

 

When an Ex parte ERCPO or ERCPO is issued or terminated, the Court must notify MPD within 

one day. Within one day of service of the ERCPO, the serving officer or the clerk of the court 

must submit proof of service to a searchable MPD database. MPD must then immediately make 

that information available to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System that is 

used when someone tries to purchase a gun. 
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If a perpetrator who has been issued an Ex parte ERCPO or ERCPO violates the requirement not 

to possess or purchase a gun, they will be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be prohibited from 

purchasing, possessing, or owning a firearm for 5 years. 

 

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Public Safety (7/11/17)  


