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Federal Legislation of Interest – July 28, 2017 
 

 

 Public Health Violence Prevention Act of 2017 

H.R. 2757  

PRIMARY SPONSORS: Mike Quigley (D-IL) 

Number of co-sponsors: 0 

 

COMMENTS – This bill creates a new National Center for Violence Prevention at CDC and 

creates a number of new grant programs to be administered out of the Center. The bill was 

introduced by a single member of Congress and has no co-sponsors yet. It is likely that the chief 

sponsor of the bill is not trying very hard to move the bill. It may be a matter of timing. With 

other issues playing a central role in Congress currently, the sponsor may be waiting until he 

has time to focus on the bill. 

 

The idea of creating a new National Center for Violence Prevention is unlikely to be 

controversial, though some Members of Congress may object to another office in the 

government. The more controversial element of the bill is likely to be the money authorized for 

the new programs – nearly a billion dollars per year. Were the bill to move forward, the money 

amounts would likely be reduced or the authorization would be “such sums as may be 

necessary.” If it’s the latter, there would be a struggle every year to get money into the 

appropriations bill. That would likely result in only a few of the grant programs receiving funds. 

 

The bill is unlikely to move forward anytime soon, unless it is tacked onto another moving 

vehicle. This provides an opportunity for adjustments and improvements to the bill, if needed.  

It’s not clear how the CDC feels about the proposal, but that is obviously relevant. Also, the 

larger community working on violence prevention may have concerns about the bill in its 

current form or may be split on support for the bill. 
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How you can get involved 

If you support the bill, here are some options: 

• contact the primary sponsor of the bill and offer your formal support of the bill 

• send a letter of support to the primary sponsor 

• contact the primary sponsor and ask how you can help 

• send letters to all Members of Congress urging their support 

• put information about the bill and its importance on your website 

• lobby in favor of the bill (if your funding permits) 

 

If you have concerns about the bill, here are some options. 

• contact organizations who support the bill and ask questions about your concerns 

• discuss the bill with the broader sexual assault community, including those in other 

jurisdictions 

• sit down with the appropriate staff of the primary sponsor and discuss your concerns 

• prepare a summary, position paper, or alternative version of the bill and provide it to 

the primary sponsor 

• lobby against the bill’s passage in its current form (if your funding permits) 

Members of Congress working on sexual assault should be cultivated as allies. Be aware that it’s 

always best to work behind the scenes to try to get the changes you want. Going public with 

your opposition should wait until you’ve exhausted other options. 

 

BILL SUMMARY/ANALYSIS –  The purpose of this bill is to create a new National Center for 

Violence Prevention within the Office of Noncommunicable Diseases, Injury, and Environmental 

Health at the CDC [Note: The Office would be renamed the Office of Noncommunicable 

Diseases, Violence, Injury, and Environmental Health]. This is the Office where the National 

Center for Injury Prevention and Control currently resides and all work on violence prevention 

currently done there will be transferred to the new National Center for Violence Prevention. 

(see attached chart). 

 

The new National Center for Violence Prevention (“Center”) will administer three new 

programs: 

• Public Health Violence Prevention Program 

• Private Health Care Sector Violence Prevention Program  

• National Health Violence Prevention Program 

Each new Program would include a number of new grants and initiatives. 
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Public Health Violence Prevention Program grants ($500 million authorized) 

The purpose of the Program is the deployment of a comprehensive health-focused response to 

violence and the prevention of violence with a focus on public health care providers. There are 

five new grants under this program. 

 

(1) Public Health Department Violence Prevention Grants 

These grants go to local public health departments to: 

• develop and implement evidence-based comprehensive community-based prevention 

and intervention strategies to address violence in the community 

• coordinate the use of health data with other sectors to build community capacity to 

address social determinants of health 

• develop infrastructure to reduce the racial inequities related to violence including hiring, 

training, and supporting violence prevention coordinators 

• monitor violence trends and disseminate resources to increase resilience 

70% of the $500 million authorization is designated for this grant program. 

 

(2) University/School of Public Health Violence Prevention Grants 

These grants go to public or private university schools of public health to: 

• support the development of courses on violence as a health issue 

• research and evaluate health-related violence interventions 

• provide coordination for a network of higher education institutions to support local and 

regional violence prevention efforts that promote resilience 

• develop and offer certifications for violence prevention coordinators 

4% of the $500 million authorized is designated for this grant program. 

 

(3) Criminal Justice Violence Prevention Grants 

These grants go to local criminal justice agencies to support joint efforts with health care 

providers to address violence as a health issue.  The grants can be used to train officers, 

intervention specialists, and case workers.  They can, also, be used to implement strategies that 

employ health alternatives to arrest. 10% of the $500 million authorized is designated for this 

grant program. 

 

(4) School Violence Prevention and Trauma Mitigation Grants 

These grants go to primary and secondary public school districts to provide comprehensive 

school-based mental health services and to implement programs to promote pro-social norms, 

non-violent conflict resolution, and social skills among students for positive school climate 
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while eliminating zero tolerance policies and reducing out of school time. 10% of the $500 

million authorized is designated for this grant program. 

(5) State Health Department Violence Prevention Grants 

Up to 30 statewide health departments will receive grants to help local health departments 

implement health approaches to violence prevention, including alternatives to incarceration, 

community healing practices, and resilient communities. 6% of the $500 million authorized is 

designated for this grant program. 

 

Private Health Care Sector Violence Prevention Program ($350 million authorized) 

The purpose of the Program is the deployment of comprehensive health-focused responses to 

violence and the prevention of violence with a specific focus on private health care providers. 

There are five new grants under this program. 

 

(1) Hospital-Based Violence Prevention Grants 

Grants will go to private and public hospitals to: 

• implement violence intervention programs, including patient screenings 

• provide incentives to include violence and other determinants of health in health 

assessments and community needs assessments  

• develop and participate in city-wide or metropolitan area health data collection systems 

15% of the $350 million authorized is designated for this grant program. 

 

(2) Behavioral Health Violence Prevention Grants 

Grants will go to behavioral health providers to: 

• develop and implement trauma informed protocols and practices 

• provide training and programming for non-clinical peer counselors 

• provide behavioral health training for police, schools, and other community sectors 

• support community level approaches, including trauma interventions, such as 

community healing, that promote individual and system resilience 

35% of the $350 million authorized is designated for this grant program. 

 

(3) Primary Care Violence Prevention Grants 

Grants will go to public and private primary care providers to address violence and trauma 

among their patients and coordinate with existing violence prevention efforts in the 

community. Grants can, also, be used to facilitate connections between primary care and 



 5 

behavioral health services. 7% of the $350 million authorized is designated for this grant 

program. 

 

(4) Community Connections Violence Prevention Grants 

Grants will go to community-based organizations for training and implementation of trauma-

informed services, including: 

• training and mobilizing communities with skills in trauma-informed services at the 

individual and community level 

• developing referral networks to reduce exposure to trauma and increase resources  

• helping individuals enter into heath care and violence prevention roles 

28% of the $350 million authorized is designated for this grant program. 

 

(5) Academic Medical Centers Violence Prevention Grants 

Grants will go to academic medical centers (teaching hospitals) to facilitate the development of 

curriculum on community-based violence prevention and intervention and on violence as a 

health issue. Grants can, also, be used to prepare students studying to become health care 

providers with a framework for their role in violence prevention through the use of trauma-

informed care trainings and evaluations. 15% of the $350 million authorized is designated for 

this grant program. 

 

National Health Violence Prevention Program ($100 million authorized) 

The purpose of the Program is creation of 4 new offices and an advisory board.  

 

(1) Office of Applied Violence Prevention Research 

This Office will be administered by the National Center for Violence Prevention. The function of 

the Office is to fund research focusing on violence as a health issue. No further guidance on the 

function of the new Office is provided in the bill. 15% of the $100 million authorized is 

designated to run this Office and fund research. 

 

(2) National Advisory Board on Violence Prevention 

The purpose of the board is to identify public policies that prevent violence. The 15-member 

board must include representatives of the public and private sectors, law enforcement, primary 

care, public health, behavior health, both political parties, academia, and persons impacted by 

violence. The board will submit a report to Congress annually containing recommendations for 

public policies. The advisory board will hold national and regional conferences for grantees of 

the National Center for Violence Prevention to disseminate the recommendations and new 
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evidence supporting the recommendations. 15% of the $100 million authorized is designated to 

run this advisory board and carry out its programming. 

 

(3) Violence Prevention Training Program 

An Office of Violence Prevention Training Program is created (administered by the National 

Center for Violence Prevention) to provide trainings, scholarships, and fellowships and to 

develop centers for ongoing regional trainings. 20% of the $100 million authorized is designated 

to run this Office and administer its programming. 

 

(4) Office of Data Collection and Evaluation 

An Office of Data Collection and Evaluation is created (administered by the National Center for 

Violence Prevention) to develop a nationwide data collection system for violence and violence 

prevention initiatives. Specifically, the Office is expected to: 

• develop and set data collection standards and requirements for all programs carried out 

by the National Center for Violence Prevention programs 

• annually use the data collection system to analyze both the economic and health 

impacts of violence at the city, State, and national levels 

• analyze the effectiveness of each program carried out by the National Center for 

Violence Prevention and determine their impacts on violence prevention and reduction, 

health, race, and equity 

20% of the $100 million authorized is designated to run this Office and administer its 

programming. 

 

(5) Office of Violence Prevention Education and Outreach 

An Office of Violence Prevention Education and Outreach, administered by the National Center 

for Violence Prevention, is created to provide outreach and technical assistance to grantees for 

establishing and carrying out educational programs on violence prevention and effective 

responses to violence and to carry out a national campaign to change community norms so 

violence is no longer acceptable. 30% of the $100 million authorized is designated to run this 

Office and administer its programming. 

 

Referred to House Committee on Energy and Commerce (5/26/17)  
Referred to the Subcommittee on Health (6/2/17)  
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